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Welcome to our Spring edition! This edition starts with an even hosted by MADD and Dublin 
High School, resources from the  Healthy Alcohol Marketplace and the Tall Cop Says Stop, a new alco-
hol DUI related law in Utah, resources for marijuana policy and research, and  information on new re-
sources at the Prevent Research Center ‘s Resource Center, including resources for Geographic Infor-
mation Systems. . 
 

Community projects wanted!  
Please let us know what your coalitions have been doing so that we can include them in upcoming is-
sues, including the annual focus on community activities! Contact LisaMarie at lmiramontes@prev.org 

Walk Like MADD! 

Every year, MADD hosts the annual Walk Like MADD walkathon in over 80 cities across the United 
States. The national event is a MADD fundraiser to help raise awareness to prevent drunk driving. In 
April, MADD organizers worked with Dublin High School’s Film Department to organize the first annual 
Walk Like MADD in Dublin, CA.  
 
The morning started with registration and a few speakers, including the mother of a 3-year old Elijah 
Dunn who was killed by a woman driving under the influence (we’ve included a link of the story be-
low),and a student from the high school leadership team. Walkers were also treated with a performance 
by a student who plans to study music after graduation. Elijah Dunn’s family and DUI victim and survivor 
Zach Scharton joined walkers in the more than 2 mile walk around Dublin. Other participants and at-
tendees included the school’s assistant principal, members of the high school football team, Officers 
from Dublin Police and CHP, Dublin’s mayor, and students and teachers from local colleges and other 
high schools. A MADD crash vehicle was also on display at the start and finish area. 
 
Observations from the event: 
 The CHP officers casually discussed with attendees the issues of measuring DUI among marijuana 

smokers, and mentioned how a fellow CHP officer was recently killed by a driver under the influence 
of marijuana. 

 During the walk, several people including youth 
talked about why they joined the walkathon, one 
reason being the tragic death of the 3-year old and 
the young man who was struck while walking his 
dog.  

 The football team members helped guide walkers 
and carried water for everyone. 

 At the end of the walk, volunteer youth and adults 
stood waiting holding the illustrations of fallen vic-
tims. One of the volunteers said that while she was 
volunteering partly for high school credit, she also 
was doing it for the cause. A near family member 
was involved in an alcohol-related crash...and is 
currently serving a very long prison sentence. 

. 
The students and organizers are expecting their event to grow next year and have also  
encouraged other local high schools to put on their own Walk Like Madd. Resources and news links: 
http://www.madd.org/         https://www.walklikemadd.org/ 
http://www.eastbaytimes.com/2016/09/09/chp-child-severely-injured-in-i-680-crash/ 
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2016/06/30/neighbor-chases-down-hit-and-run-driver-who-struck-teen-
boy-in-dublin/ 
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Resource Healthy Alcohol Marketplace 
To celebrate April’s Alcohol Awareness Month, the alcohol marketplace focused on how adults are inter-
acting with alcohol around youth. The article starts by showing how youth drinking rates have declines 
from 1991 to 2016, according to data from Monitoring the Future Survey and displayed below.  
 

The article also briefly discusses the following: 
 
Brain research: how the last area of the brain 
to develop includes the center of judgment and 
impulse control, noting how alcohol can impede 
judgement. Also, youth who drink 12 drinks a 
month can suffer from diminished memory and 
thinking skills 
 
The European Model: As we’ve reported in this 
newsletter before, allowing kids to drink at home 
in efforts to keep them from drinking irresponsibly 
can lead to higher drinking rate and problem 
drinking 
 
Modeling Moderation: If parents drink them-
selves, researchers recommend modeling moder-
ation practices to show how to drink and be safe.  

 
Talking About Alcohol: The article lists resources to help parents teach their children how to re-
fuse substances from peers and other unsafe activities. 
 
Other newsletter issues include the following: http://www.healthyalcoholmarket.com/  

Prevention Research Center: New Resources! 
 

Check out our Website for new resources! We 
have added the topic Tobacco have added a 
Webpage for Geographic Information Systems. At 
the site below, click Important Topics to examine 
Web pages on the following: 

Alcohol Outlet Control 
Underage Drinking 
College Drinking 
Tobacco 
Planning for Community Action 
Using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 

http://resources.prev.org/ 
 
PRC Resource Focus:  
Using Geographic Information Systems 
At the link below, readers can find information relating to GIS on the following topics: 

 What is a Geographic Information System (GIS)? 

 Who uses GIS? 

 How can we use GIS for alcohol problem prevention? 

 Why is GIS mapping effective? 

 What other resources are available to help develop GIS?  
 
What is GIS? 
 

A geographic information system (GIS) lets us visualize, question, analyze, and interpret 
data to understand relationships, patterns, and trends. GIS is becoming essential to under-
standing what is happening and what will happen in geographic space. Once we understand, 
we can prescribe action. 

 
http://resources.prev.org/topics_GIS.asp  

http://www.healthyalcoholmarket.com/
http://resources.prev.org/
http://resources.prev.org/topics_GIS.asp


Marijuana Use and Legalization 
 
The following research summary is from an article published in JAMA Psychiatry that examine marijuana 
use in states that have legalized marijuana for medical use and states where marijuana is not legal.  The 
researchers found that medical marijuana laws have contributed to increased use of marijuana and mari-
juana use disorders. They note that state marijuana laws should consider marijuana related health con-
sequences in their policies. The full article is available at: 
http://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapsychiatry/fullarticle/2619522 
 

Additional resource: SAM (Smart Approaches to Marijuana) 
 
As evidence continues to find that marijuana is addictive and harmful to the human brain, particularly 
among adolescents, states that have legalized marijuana have found increases in youth marijuana use 
and crashes related to drugged driving. Further, these states have also seen an increase in alcohol 
sales despite the alcohol industries worry that legal marijuana sales would have the reverse effect.  
 
SAM is a coalition of nonpartisan, non-profit group of concerned professionals who aim for health and 
science evidence to guide marijuana policies. Affiliates include physicians, prevention workers, recovery 
professionals, and policy makers across 30+ states. https://learnaboutsam.org/ 

Marijuana Resources on 
GIS 
On Pg 2 we introduced one of our new top-
ics on our Resources Website: Using Geo-
graphic Information Systems (GIS). When 
planning to use GIS, it is important to con-
sider what types of data you want to show 
on your map. Following are some examples 
that show how GIS can be applied to com-
munity issues related to marijuana legaliza-
tion 
 
Right: http://www.pe.com/2015/05/17/riverside-
mixed-opinions-on-front-lines-of-marijuana-
measure/ 
 
Bottom Right: https://la.curbed.com/marijuana 
 
Bottom Left: http://mashable.com/2014/05/16/
weedmaps-ceo-justin-hartfield/#zuLZv4A2sqqm 
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First state to lower DUI level to .05: Utah 
The Utah State Legislature passed a bill which lowers the alcohol DUI level from .08 to .05. Research 
experts have been urging lawmakers to make this change and Utah is now the first state to pass such a 
law.  
 
Lawmakers in favor of the law reference Canada and a number of European countries that have a low-
er DUI level and said that such a law would reduce highway fatalities. The Managing Director for the 
American beverage Institute was part of a group that opposed the bill. She noted that legislators who 
passed the law have “damaged the state’s hospitality and tourism industries, while doing little to make 
the roads safer.” She further noted that over 77% of alcohol-related fatalities in Utah were caused by 
people with an alcohol level of at least .15, and that the law would criminalize responsible behavior and 
miss targeting hard-core drunk drivers. However, previous research suggests that the law limiting the 
DUI blood alcohol content standard of .05 will save lives and improve public safety.  
http://fox13now.com/2017/03/08/utah-will-become-the-first-state-to-lower-the-dui-rate-to-05/ ? 

Resources from the Tall Cop Says Stop  
 

Pub Crawl Regulation 
Lawmakers in the city of Baltimore, MD, recently passed a new law regulating 
pub crawls such as on St Patrick’s Day. The Pub Tour Promoter’s Permits Acts 
requires organizers to submit an application at least 42 days before the event, 
along with a fee, to the Board of Liquor License Commissioners. If granted, 

organizers also must pay for each participating bar. Fees collected are for extra police, portable toi-
lets, clean up, and liquor board inspectors. While some residents note little change (when there was no 
regulation) but are optimistic there will be a positive impact in the long run on quality of life in the pub 
crawl zones of Baltimore. 
http://www.wbaltv.com/article/law-regulating-pub-crawls-in-baltimore-put-to-test/9150478  

To read more resources and to sign up for the Tall Cop’s newsletter, visit:  

http://www.tallcopsaysstop.com/ 

PIRE Abstract Alert: 
 
Title: Using global positioning system (GPS enabled cell phones to examine adolescent travel 
patterns and time in proximity to alcohol outlets. 
 
Summary: As adolescents gain freedom to explore new environments unsupervised, more time in prox-
imity to alcohol outlets may increase risks for alcohol and marijuana use. This pilot study: 1) Describes 
variations in adolescents' proximity to outlets by time of day and day of the week, 2) Examines varia-
tions in outlet proximity by drinking and marijuana use status, and 3) Tests feasibility of obtaining real-
time data to study adolescent proximity to outlets. U.S. adolescents (N = 18) aged 16–17 (50% female) 
carried GPS-enabled smartphones for one week with their locations tracked. The geographic areas 
where adolescents spend time, activity spaces, were created by connecting GPS points sequentially 
and adding spatial buffers around routes. Proximity to outlets was greater during after school and even-
ing hours. Drinkers and marijuana users were in proximity to outlets 1½ to 2 times more than non-
users. Findings provide information about where adolescents spend time and times of greatest risk, in-
forming prevention efforts  
 
Authors: Byrnes, H. F., Miller, B. A., Morrison, C. N., Wiebe, D. J., & Remer, L. G. 
Periodical: Journal of Adolescence 50, 65-68 (2016) 
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