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Welcome to PRC Community Outreach Newsletter! This edition includes data source links that are also available 
in a new toolkit available for communities, a summary and excerpts from parents about underage drinking, re-
cent research findings on alcohol outlet locations and traffic crashes, worldwide drinking trend updates, alcohol 
harm to others, and a new proposal to fine parents in Spain for underage drinkers. Finally, we have included a 
map of all alcohol outlets in San Francisco. 

Community Data Resources! 
At the Community prevention Initiative’s Website, you can find the download link to access files from their train-
ing last summer “All About Data”. At the training, the Guidance for Using the Alcohol and Other Drugs (AOD) 
Consequence Data Workbook was presented, along with an excel workbook template for downloading and 
tracking data sources that are given in the workbook. You can find the link to contact CPI regarding the toolkit at 
http://www.ca-cpi.org/main.php  
 
Below we have listed the data sources and Websites to find the information.  
 
Population Data:   
http://epicenter.cdph.ca.gov/ReportMenus/PopulationTable.aspx 
 
Alcohol-involved Motor Vehicle Collision Fatalities:  
http://www.ots.ca.gov/Media_and_Research/Rankings/default.asp 
http://iswitrs.chp.ca.gov/Reports/jsp/CollisionReports.jsp 
 
Arrests for AOD-Related Offenses: 
https://oag.ca.gov/crime/cjsc/stats/arrests 
 
AOD Use Emergency Department Visit: 
http://epicenter.cdph.ca.gov/ReportMenus/AlcoholDrugTable.aspx 
 
Alcohol and Drug Use Hospitalizations: 
htttp://epicenter.cdph.ca.gov/ReportMenus/AlcoholDrugTable.aspx 
 
Admissions to Alcohol and Other Drug Treatment: 
Available for counties at Cal OMS TX or by request of the Department of Health Care Services 
 
Deaths Due to Alcohol and Drug Use: 
http://epicenter.cdph.ca.gov/ReportMenus/AlcoholDrugTable.aspx 
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Community News 
 

The North County Prevention Partnership has been looking at how local parents (in Daly City and Pacifica, CA) feel about 
issues relating to youth use of and access to alcohol and prescription drugs. They first administered surveys to parents 
and we presented the results earlier this year (January 2016 and July 2016 editions). The coalition then supplemented 
the survey findings with focus groups in order to obtain richer, qualitative data. A total of five focus groups were conduct-
ed in both cities, including one held in Spanish and one focus group held for Asian parents.  Themes found and excerpts 
from the discussions relating to alcohol are shared below. 
 

Parents were asked what they thought of the survey results which asked parents if they thought youth (other than their 
own) were using alcohol in their communities. Most acknowledged that youth in their respective communities drink alco-
hol, and many stated they did not know the true extent of youth alcohol use. While some parents at the focus groups 
agreed with the survey results some felt the percentages of youth drinking alcohol was too high, particularly when they 
had children in middle school rather than in high school, and others thought the percentages were too low. Further, Span-
ish-speaking parents were more likely to feel the percentages were too low whereas Asian parents felt the percentages 
were too high. 
 

I think we would be naïve to think that kids are not drinking. It is natural to expect that your kid is drinking…they 
are good at hiding it 
 

I think most kids are drinking. My son had a full bar under his bed. They would steal the big bottles from Safeway 
with the security caps still on them. Right in my own house, a full bar under his bed. 
 

I think these numbers are high. I’d like to think that the youth in middle school are not drinking, that it starts 
around age 16. 
 

Focus  group participants were asked if they think underage drinking is harmful, and why or why not. Most parents agreed 
that underage drinking is harmful, but had varying responses to how they felt it was harmful. A few minimized the harmful-
ness and believed that most youth drink alcohol as a rite of passing or passing curiosity.  
 

It impairs judgment and leads to continued use and more harmful substances. 
 

The brain is not fully formed and adding alcohol to this will lead to poor decisions.  
 

It’s against the law. They are really prone to risk accidents and harm to themselves and to other kids.  
It creates the wrong idea for youth on how to nurture their body and spirit.  
 

Culturally – we have a Greek background. All kids drink there and it is not a big deal. Doesn’t seem to become a 
dangling carrot. 

 

More than a quarter of the parents stated that they thought they knew where youth access alcohol. Many agreed that it is 
easy for youth to access alcohol, while a few (Asian parents) felt it was difficult for youth to access alcohol. Parents 
guesses on how youth access alcohol included within the home (stealing from their parents) and from stores (stealing 
from the stores).  
 

My son has a friend of a friend who works at Safeway. He is an underage kid who grabs liquor and then sells it to 
kids at [school name]. This is a well-known fact.  
 

They pilfer it from their parents…that’s what I did when I was a teenager. I would drink anything they had. 
 

Maybe there is a language barrier at the stores and they just sell it to kids who look older. Also, older siblings and 
friends can buy it for them. 

 

Parents were also asked what additional information they would want or need to understand more about alcohol and pre-
scription drugs in their communities, what could be one in order to get guide youth, and policy initiatives that would help 
lower use of alcohol or prescription drugs. 

 

I would like presentations to all parents in our school district about drug trends, what to look for, signs, and symp-
toms. I would also like a visual of what different pills look like, what they are prescribed for and how our kids are 
using them to get high.  
 

I expected to come in here and see a banquet hall filled with parents. Where is everyone? I guess they all think 
it’s not THEIR kid. I would like to see more information about all the things we have talked about tonight.  
 

I think a more elevated campaign about Rx drugs would be very helpful. Mirroring the tons of work done around 
tobacco. This way it becomes a regular message that all parents and kids get used to seeing. 
 

I don’t know why public schools don’t have a dog come in and sniff their cabinets. Or just go around the school. I 
think it’s good. 

 

It was noted by the evaluator of the project that hardly any of the parents mentioned policy initiatives or environmental 
approaches to help combat underage drinking and prescription use, and concluded that public education needs to include 
educating parents about using policy initiatives and environmental efforts.  
 

I don’t know if adding more laws or rules will help anything. Again, I feel that it is information that makes all the 
difference. 
 

I think the access issue is not the important thing to focus on…there is always going to be access. There is alco-
hol in every home and in every stores…I think the more effective entry point would be at the usage point rather 
than the access point…you can make an effort but ultimately even if you cut off all sales to minors they are still 
going to find it in their homes. 
 

Special thanks to Martin Forst for the report this summary is based on  



PRC Research: How the Number and Location of Alcohol Sales Outlets     

Affects Traffic Crashes 

How does the number and location of bars and restaurants that serve alcohol affect traffic crashes? A new study 

by the Prevention Research Center in Oakland, California along with partners at the University of Pennsylvania and 

Ambulance Victoria in Melbourne, Australia helps to answer that question.Â  There is now substantial evidence that 

geographic areas with fewer alcohol outlets have fewer incidents of alcohol-related problems (e.g., assault, child 

abuse, crime).  This study investigates the association between alcohol-related road crashes and the availability of 

alcohol through retail outlets within very small geographic units. 

The larger the geographic unit studied, the more likely it is that outlets, origins, destinations and crashes will be co-

located within that area, washing out the effects of outlet density. For this study, crash data and alcohol outlet data 

were used from within Statistical Area level 1 (SA1) units from the city of Melbourne, Australia. These units have an 

average resident population of 415.3 and cover a land area of less than one third of a square mile. In such small 

areas, the authors predicted that greater density of on-premise outlets, such as bars and restaurants, would be 

positively associated with alcohol-related crash rates in local and adjacent areas, but that there would be no similar 

effect for off-premise outlets (such as liquor stores). 

As predicted, there was no evidence that greater bar density was associated with greater rates of alcohol-related 

crashes within these very small local areas. There was, however, a positive relationship with crashes in the areas 

adjacent to the zones with many bars. In contrast, greater off-premise outlet density was associated with fewer al-

cohol-related crashes in local areas. 

The study authors point out that alcohol-affected drivers are at increased risk of crashing after leaving an on-

premise outlet where they have been drinking. But since people driving cars travel beyond the very small area 

where the bars are located, the risk of crashes is likely to be dispersed over a wider geographic area. A 10% in-

crease in bar density was associated with 0.3% increased crash risk in adjacent SA1 units. By contrast, drivers 

who consume alcohol purchased in off-premise outlets are likely to be affected while driving in areas much farther 

away. In fact, there was a negative relationship between the location of off-premise outlets and alcohol related 

crashes. This negative relationship does not suggest that these outlets in some way protect against alcohol-related 

crashes, rather it may support the hypothesis that alcohol-related crashes related to alcohol purchases when the 

alcohol is consumed elsewhere are likely to lead to crashes in completely different geographic areas. 

The authors conclude that this study provides more evidence that allowing a high density of alcohol outlets in an 

area contributes to a greater incidence of alcohol problems, including impaired driving crashes. 

Drug and Alcohol Dependence, Spatial Relationships between Alcohol-Related Road Crashes and Retail Alcohol 
Availability,http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2016.02.033 

Christopher Morrison, Perelman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania 

William R. Ponicki, Prevention Research Center, Pacific Institute for Research & Evaluation 

Paul J. Gruenewald, Prevention Research Center, Pacific Institute for Research & Evaluation 

Douglas J. Wiebe, Perelman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania 

Karen Smith, Research and Evaluation Department, Ambulance Victoria 

 http://resources.prev.org/inthenews_trafficcrashes.asp 

Remember to check out our Resources site: http://resources.prev.org/ 
 
Our Website includes PRC Projects, Media Releases, Prevention Strategies, and PRC Publications. 
Further, viewers can access new materials on environmental strategies to reduce youth access to 
alcohol. 
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Worldwide Drinking Trends 
For the first time in 15 years, worldwide drinking rates are 
down. Although the decline is minimal, falling 0.7% from 
2004 to 2015, although purchases in North America in-
creased slightly. Drink sales among types of alcohol vary, 
such as a decline in sales for vodka and rum, while sales 
for tequila, bourbon, micro beers and wine have increased.  

 

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/the-world-is-drinking-
less-alcohol-except-americans-2016-05-19 

Report: Alcohol’s Harms to        
Others  
Public Health Wales and Liverpool John Moores 

University surveyed over 1,000 people 18 and 

over and found that 60% of people surveyed had 

experienced distress or harm due to other peo-

ple’s drinking. Twenty percent of those surveyed 

had felt physically threatened, some reporting 

property damage (11%) and assault (5%). Be-

sides harm from physical violence, others report-

ed accidents, threats, and financial problems. The 

“drinkers” more likely to be known to the victim, 

with nearly 60% including friends, family mem-

bers, and partners. Researcher Dr. Zara Quigg 

reported that identifying the broad impact of alco-

hol-related harms is important in the development 

and implementation in reducing alcohol-related 

harms. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-37481845 

Alcohol News Briefs 

Fines for Parents of Underage Drinkers in Spain? 

An interest to pass a law fining parents of underage drinkers if they refuse to take their children to education 
courses on drinking has been proposed by Spain’s new health minister.  The legal age to drink is 18, and the new 
minister wants to focus on reducing underage alcohol consumption. She notes a law must appeal to all sectors 
and has proposed a fine when there are multiple offenses without attending any education course. 
http://www.thelocal.es/20161227/spain-proposes-fines-for-parents-of-underage-drinkers 

Prevention Research Center 
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