
PRC COMMUNITY    

OUTREACH 

http://resources.prev.org/   September, 2014  

Community Spotlight: Butte County 
The Butte Youth Now Coalition (BYN) in Butte County has a number of community activities to prevent 
underage and high risk drinking. The coalition focuses on social norms, policy recommendations, and 
community change efforts. Environmental prevention strategies are key to their efforts, including the  
following strategies: policy and enforcement, access/availability, norms, and media messages. Members 
of the coalition include people from education, law enforcement, local radio and TV, public health,  
community members, and faith community. 
 

Key Programs: 
 
Merchant Committed: Youth members help educate 
local merchants to reduce underage drinking and 
youth alcohol access, and to facilitate a sense of 
community.  
 
Parent Committed: Support and resources are given 
to parents and families with teenagers to renew com-
mitment of a child’s journey to adulthood and to un-
derstand the dangers of alcohol towards healthy de-
velopment.  
 
Athlete Committed: To provide support and resources 
to athletes, coaches and parents. 

 
Their website includes information on their key pro-
grams as well as alcohol policy issues, facts about 
alcohol and adolescent health, and information about 
minimum the legal drinking age. 
www.butteyouthnow.org/butte-youth-now-coalition/ 

 

Merchant Committed program includes:  
 
 Education about the risks and liabilities of 

sales to underage patrons 
 Tools to help ensure an establishment’s 

compliance 
 Reviewing current policies and staff train-

ing programs regarding alcohol sales, ser-
vice, and policies 

 Information on local ordinances and en-
forcement practices 

 Commit by following a code of conduct 
(posting signs such as “We ID”, ensuring 
no more than 33% of windows covered 
with advertisements, and no alcohol 
placed by exits, groceries, or non-alcohol 
beverage products) 

 Require all employees to complete mer-
chant education training. 

Welcome to our early Fall newsletter edition. This issue includes : An overview of prevention programs 
in Butte County, CA; a new article from PRC on youth parties and who provides the alcohol; binge 
drinking and alcohol policy; and new alcohol laws and policy Down Under.  

Wasted: The Truth of Underage Drinking in 
Butte County 

To watch a video documentary produced for the Butte 
County Department of Behavioral Health.  

http://vimeo.com/5083243 

http://resources.prev.org/
http://www.butteyouthnow.org/butte-youth-now-coalition/


Teen Parties: Who Has Parties, What Predicts Whether There is Alcohol 
and Who Supplies the Alcohol? 

 
Bettina Friese, Ph.D.  

Prevention Research Center 
 

This study explores which teens are more likely to have parties at home, what factors are associated 
with the presence of alcohol at parties, and who supplies the alcohol. We collected data in 2011 and 
2012 through telephone interviews with 1,121 teens, aged 15-19, living in 50 mid-sized California  
cities. 
 
 24% of teens had a party at their home in the past year. 
 39% of teens who hosted parties reported that there was alcohol at their last party.  
 Most teens (77%) who hosted a party with alcohol reported that the alcohol came from multiple 

sources: 
 38% provided alcohol themselves;  
 84% replied that guests brought alcohol with them; and 
 9% replied that their parents provided alcohol. 
 72% of teens who had a party reported that at least one of their parents knew about the party, and 

64% reported that at least one parent was home at the time. 
 70% of teens who reported having alcohol at their party responded that at least one of their        

parents definitely knew that there was alcohol at the party, 24% replied that at least one of their 
parents probably knew, and 5% said that their parents did not know. 

 Logistic regression analyses indicated that teens with parents who host parties at home are them-
selves more likely to host parties at home.  

 The greater the number of guests at the party, the greater was the likelihood of there being alco-
hol.  

 Parents knowing about the party was related to a lower likelihood that there was alcohol at the   
party. However, parents being at home at the time of the party was not related to a lower likelihood 
of there being alcohol at the party.  

 The likelihood of hosting a party at home or having alcohol at the party was no different for teens 

living in a city with a social host ordinance than it was for teens living in a city without a social host 

ordinance.  

The majority of teens who had parties with alcohol reported that parents knew about the party and the 
alcohol. Social host ordinances may not be sufficiently enforced to have an impact on parents’ or 
teens’ behavior. Alternatively, parents may be unaware of social host ordinances and the possible  
legal consequences of allowing minors to drink in their home. This highlights the need to better inform 
parents about their liabilities for allowing minors to drink in their homes.  
 
This study was published in the online August issue of The Journal of Primary Prevention.  
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10935-014-0361-4. 

Alcohol Laws and Binge Drinking  
Binge drinkers are more likely to be: males with household incomes of $75K or more, people  
between 18 and 35, and those who are 65 years and over, according to the Center for Disease  
Control and Prevention’s fact sheet on binge drinking. New research suggests that people living in 
states with more strict alcohol policies have lower binge drinking, frequent binge drinking, and high-
intensity binge drinking rates. 29 different alcohol policy data were tracked by the Alcohol Policy  
Information System (APIS) and other sources. Strong policies included fewer alcohol outlets, higher 
alcohol taxes, and earlier bar closing time. Policies were rated by their theoretical effectiveness and 
degree to which they were implemented in a particular state and year. The strength of an alcohol  
policy was associated with lower binge drinking frequency and number of drinks. Higher alcohol  
prices and less physical availability were determined the most effective and accounted for almost  
half of the 29 policies combined.  
 
Article: http://www.medicaldaily.com/strict-state-alcohol-laws-benefit-binge-drinkers-wanting-slow-
down-298174  
CDC Fact Sheet: http://www.cdc.gov/alcohol/fact-sheets/binge-drinking.htm 
APIS: http://alcoholpolicy.niaaa.nih.gov/ 

http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10935-014-0361-4


Drinking Down Under 

Alcohol Commercials  
In our previous edition, we included an article on 
alcohol in magazine ads and underage drinker’s 
brand preference. A similar study by the same    
researchers has found a strong link between under-
age drinking and alcohol television commercials. 
Over one thousand youth aged 13-20 were sur-
veyed and had consumed alcohol within the past 
30 days. Data collected included what brands par-
ticipants consumed and what alcohol commercials 
they had recently seen. Researchers found that 
underage drinkers were three times more likely to 
prefer alcohol brands when that brand appeared in 
a commercial during their favorite television pro-
grams compared with other brands. Further, the 
connection between a brand and exposure from 
advertisement was strongest at lower exposure  
levels. The study, from the Center on Alcohol Mar-
keting and Youth (CAMY), published their findings 
in the following journal: Alcoholism: Clinical and 
Experimental Research.  
http://psychcentral.com/news/2014/08/03/alcohol-

commercials-strongly-affect-underage-drinkers/73135.html  

Communities and Alcohol Control  
-Dunedin (NZ)  
New alcohol policies in New Zealand are being   
developed under new enforceable powers from The 
Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012, which allows 
communities to have more input regarding alcohol 
licensing decisions. They allow for limits and condi-
tions such as restricting open hours for alcohol 
sales and service, and density of new liquor outlets. 
Specific examples include: 
Bars  
 Close earlier than 4am 
 Introduce a one-way door policy before bar 

closes 
 Close outdoor seating areas earlier 
 Ban shots after a certain hour 
Supermarkets and bottle shops  
 alcohol sales prohibited at earlier hour 
 banning single units of alcohol 
 New alcohol premises 
 must be a minimum distance from schools,   

early childhood facility, and other “sensitive”  
facilities 

Criticism from bar owners claims the real harm is 
done by “pre-loading” on alcohol, while support 
comes from those at the “front line” of alcohol prob-
lems such as police and health workers. Police data 
reveals that most alcohol-related problems occur 
after midnight, and continue to increase up to the 
current closing time of 4am, Further, research evi-
dence has found that earlier closing times leads to 
a decrease of alcohol-related problems.  
 
For more information: http://www.odt.co.nz/opinion/
editorial/312978/dunedins-local-alcohol-policy 

 

Alcohol Lockouts Down Under 
 
Initial reports from Sydney Australia give different 
outcomes, both positive and negative, of a new     
alcohol law now affecting many alcohol servers, 
drinkers, bar security staff, and hospital workers.  
The law has changed the closing time of serving  
alcohol from 3am to 1:30am. Below is a list of initial 
problems and benefits reported regarding the new 
law.  
Benefits 
 Decrease in alcohol-related injuries 
 Injuries treated are less severe 
 Increased quality of life for local residents 
Problems 
 Bar managers report increases in violent, aggres-

sive patrons and the need to call police  
 Increase of complaints by patrons to bar staff 
 Some patrons aggressive when attempting to     

re-enter a venue after lockout time (often be-
cause they still have their personal belonging in 
the establishment) 

 Security needing to attend to aggressive patrons 
rather than focusing on over intoxicated patrons 

http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/alcohol-lockout-zone-
gets-mixed-report-in-parliamentary-inquiry-20140901-
109lk1.html 

Preloading On Alcohol Update 
In our July 2014 edition, we included an article  
discussing the increasing number of young drinkers 
in Australia preloading on alcohol, mostly to save 
money and to get intoxicated quicker. Below is a 
link to a brief news video showing how Queensland 
police are collecting data in order to develop strate-
gies to prevent alcohol preloading and alcohol-
related violence. 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-08-26/new-
strategy-to-tackle-alcohol-pre-loading/5698450 

http://psychcentral.com/news/2014/08/03/alcohol-commercials-strongly-affect-underage-drinkers/73135.html
http://psychcentral.com/news/2014/08/03/alcohol-commercials-strongly-affect-underage-drinkers/73135.html
http://www.odt.co.nz/opinion/editorial/312978/dunedins-local-alcohol-policy
http://www.odt.co.nz/opinion/editorial/312978/dunedins-local-alcohol-policy
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/alcohol-lockout-zone-gets-mixed-report-in-parliamentary-inquiry-20140901-109lk1.html
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/alcohol-lockout-zone-gets-mixed-report-in-parliamentary-inquiry-20140901-109lk1.html
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw/alcohol-lockout-zone-gets-mixed-report-in-parliamentary-inquiry-20140901-109lk1.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-08-26/new-strategy-to-tackle-alcohol-pre-loading/5698450
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-08-26/new-strategy-to-tackle-alcohol-pre-loading/5698450


 

A Judicial Conversation on   
Emerging Evidentiary Issues and 
Alcohol November 13, 2014, 3:00-4:00pm eastern 

 
Depending on the state's laws, underage drink-
ing offenses may be referred to a number of 
courts including juvenile court, traffic court, crimi-
nal court, or family court, depending on the of-
fense. Over time many states have adopted 
changes in state law enabling law enforcement 
to charge minors based officer observations, and 
theories of constructive possession. As these 
underage drinking cases are brought forward the 
courts are also asked to accept the results of 
fuel cell developed evidence of the offense. Re-
sults from electronic identification scanners, 
portable breath test devices, and passive alcohol 
sensing devices may or may not be admissible 
in some courts. This program will discuss some 
of evidentiary issues the courts are finding on 
the issue of underage drinking and our panel of 
judges will offer their perspective on how their 
courts look at this topic.  
 
More Presenters: 
Judge Thomas Bianco, Indiana County Court, 
Indiana County, PA  
Judge Gerald Williams, Maricopa County Justice 
Court, Surprise, AZ 

Website: http://www.udetc.org/ 

Revisiting the Question of Which County 
Drinks the Most Alcohol? 
The chart below shows how much alcohol countries 
consume, per capita. 

 

Prevention Research Center 

 

UDETC Upcoming Webinars:  
 

TRAPPED SOBER: Idaho’s Success in Engaging Youth in Underage   
Drinking Prevention Thursday, October 9, 2014, 3:00-4:00pm eastern time 
 
The Bonneville Youth Development Council (BYDC) works with youth to prevent underage drinking 
and other substance abuse in Bonneville County. As an Enforcing Underage Drinking Laws (EUDL) 
supported program, BYDC has engaged youth in the development of the Council's prevention work 
providing a unique perspective and insight into what reaches teens best and to make positive changes 

in their community. This webinar will showcase 
what BYDC is doing to engage youth in these 
activities and to give helpful tips to keeping youth 
involved. Youth members will share what they 
have gained and why they continue to stay en-
gaged 
EUDL program objective: Programs support 
and enhance efforts by states and local jurisdic-
tions to prohibit the sale of alcoholic beverages 
to minors and the purchase and consumption of 
alcoholic beverages by minors. (Minors are de-
fined as individuals under 21 years of age.) 


