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Welcome to PRC Community Outreach Newsletter! This edition includes articles on both alcohol and marijuana: A 
study by researchers from the Prevention Research Center and Ohio State University looked the density of mari-
juana outlets and the relationship to violence and property crimes; a resource for the California marijuana initia-
tive and youth—lessons from alcohol policy; resources from the Community Prevention Initiative (CPI) that in-
cluded presentations on using spatial data and a making data “sing”; outcomes on lockout laws and violence; 
drinking trends over time in Australia, recent findings on allowing children to sip alcohol; and alcohol ads and 
drinking. 
 

If you would like us to share your work in an upcoming issue, please contact  
LisaMarie at lmiramontes@prev.org.  

 THE 2016 California Marijuana Initiative and Youth:  
Lessons from Alcohol Policy 

 
This online resource (link below) starts with an introduction of California’s Proposition 64 and its claim that 

 
1. It protects public health and safety generally and potential risks to children and youth in particular; 

and 
2. It includes provisions to protect small- and medium-size businesses and deter the monopolization 

of the market by a small number of large for-profit corporations, as has occurred in the alcohol and 
tobacco industries. 

 
The report examines these claims and its legal provisions, using 
experience and research from the alcohol policy field. The intent 
of the report is to educate voters, policymakers, and the general 
public.  
 
Report topics include: 
 
 Alcohol policy strategies for reducing underage drinking and 

their applicability to marijuana legalization 
 Best practice recommendations for social availability, commer-

cial availability, pricing, motor vehicles, and marketing  
 Alcohol policy strategies for deterring monopolization and 

their applicability to marijuana legalization 
 List of best practices for protecting youth from harm which 

include: Mandate server-selling training, restrict retail outlet 
density, and hold social hosts civilly liable for providing mariju-
ana to minors in home. 

 
http://venturacountylimits.org/resource_documents/VC-MJ-

AUMA-FNL-REV-web.pdf 

http://resources.prev.org/
http://venturacountylimits.org/resource_documents/VC-MJ-AUMA-FNL-REV-web.pdf
http://venturacountylimits.org/resource_documents/VC-MJ-AUMA-FNL-REV-web.pdf


Do Marijuana Dispensaries Attract More Crime? 
 

Do marijuana dispensaries attract more crime to a neighborhood?  A recent study by the researchers at Ohio State 
University and Prevention Research Center of the Pacific Institute Research and Evaluation was designed to answer 
this question.  The study examines whether the density of marijuana dispensaries in Long Beach, California, USA, in 
2012–13 was related to violent and property crimes, both locally and in adjacent areas. 
 
Medical marijuana dispensaries continue to attract attention by the popular press for their perceived effects on local 
communities. As cities and countries decriminalize, legalize or consider whether or not to change policies around ma-
rijuana use and availability, one lingering concern is whether greater availability of marijuana through storefront dis-
pensaries will increase crime. Law enforcement officials regularly point to crimes that occur in and around dispensa-
ries as one of the reasons they should be regulated or banned. However, assessments conducted by local police de-
partments in Los Angeles, Denver and Colorado Springs suggest that areas in which dispensaries are located do not 
have more crime than banks, liquor stores or other businesses.  The current study was designed to investigate this 
issue more systematically. 
 
According to routine activities theory of criminal behavior, the necessary conditions for crime to occur are a motivat-
ed offender, a suitable target and an absence of capable guardians, such as security or enforcement personnel, who 
may deter violent or criminal behaviors. Motivated offenders might choose dispensaries or their customers as targets 
of crime because dispensaries continue to be primarily cash businesses, and carry an attractive illicit substance 
(marijuana) which can be re-sold fairly easily. Suitable targets may be the dispensaries or patients who use dispensa-
ries who may be carrying large amounts of cash before the purchase and marijuana products after their purchase. 
Because it appears that dispensaries are located in higher poverty areas and areas with a higher percentage of retail 
employment, crimes may be more likely to occur in these areas. Crime also may occur along edges of neighborhood 
areas as they transition from commercial to residential. As it appears that dispensaries are located adjacent to resi-
dential areas, crimes in those nearby areas may be more frequent, especially property crimes associated with resi-
dential areas. 
 
Data regarding locations of crimes and medical marijuana dispensaries as well as other variables were collected for a 
sample of 333 Census block group in Long Beach, California, USA from January 2012 to December 2013. Other data 
collected included alcohol availability as well as area demographic and economic characteristics. 
 
After adjustment for the other variables, density of medical marijuana dispensaries was unrelated to property and 
violent crimes in local areas but related positively to crime in the adjacent areas.  Across local and adjacent areas, an 
increase of one dispensary per square mile was related to a 1.5–4.8% increase in violent crime. However, local medi-
cal marijuana dispensaries (within a 
Census block group) were unrelated to rates of violent crime while densities of dispensaries in adjacent block groups 
were related to a 2.5% increase of violent crime.  For property crime, an increase of one dispensary per square mile 
was related to a 0.4–2.6% increase in property crime. Densities of dispensaries in adjacent block groups were related 
to a 1.7% increase in property crime.  
 
One explanation for the increase in crime in areas adjacent to dispensaries may be that dispensaries tend to use se-
curity measures, thus deterring crime in the immediate area.  Thus, those wishing to prey on users of medical mariju-
ana dispensaries may be going outside the watch area of these security measures. A related possibility is that dispen-
saries’ own security efforts may cause police to shift their enforcement activities, leading to more crimes detected in 
nearby areas.  
 
Study authors conclude, in light of these findings, that it may be better to for enforcement efforts and patrols by po-
lice to focus in those neighborhoods next to where dispensaries are, rather than where the dispensaries are located, 
given the security measures taken by these businesses.  

 
The full article can be seen in: Addiction, 111, 1027 –1035, A micro-temporal geospatial analysis of medical marijua-
na dispensaries and crime in Long Beach, California, by Bridget Freisthler, William R. Ponicki, Andrew Gaidus & Paul J. 
Gruenewald, June 2016. 
 

 

 



Alcohol Ads and Drinking 
A recent study published in the Journal of Studies on Alcohol and 
Drugs looked at brand-specific alcohol advertising and alcohol con-
sumption among young drinkers. The researchers from the Boston 
University School of Public Health found an association between 
exposure to alcohol ads and an the number of alcohol drinks  
consumed in the past 30 days.  
 
Participants in the study consisted of more than 1,000 young peo-
ple between the ages of 13 and 20 who reported drinking alcohol 
during the past 30 days. The participants were surveyed about   
alcohol ads they had viewed in the past month and which specific 
alcohol brands advertised they had consumed during the past 30 
days. For recent drinking behavior, the participants reported a me-
dian number of five drinks during the past 30 days, and those who 
reported viewing the most alcohol ads reported a range of 33 
drinks to more than 200 drinks in the past 30 days.  
 
Abstract and article: http://www.jsad.com/doi/full/10.15288/
jsad.2016.77.723 
https://www.bu.edu/research/articles/more-alcohol-ads-more-
drinking/ 

  

Research Update: Allowing Children to Sip Alcohol 
 
The practice of letting children have a sip or small sample of alcohol continues to be viewed of a method to teach-
ing how to “drink responsibly”. A recent study published in the Journal of Studies on Alcohol and Drugs found that 
youth who have been allowed to sip alcohol by the sixth grade were five times more likely drink alcohol while at 
high school and four times as likely to get drunk or binge drink.  
 
The study surveyed over 500 middle school students over a three year period. Nearly a third of the students     
reported they had been allowed to sip alcohol by the 6th grade. Most occasions were reported to be a party or 
special occasion.  
 
The article below examined findings from other studies that looked at how allowing children to sample alcohol 
impacts their alcohol behavior during their teen years. While one study found that early introduction decreased 
the likelihood of binge drinking, others found that youth whose parents allowed them to sample alcohol were 
likely to drink more and binge drink.   
 
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/10/07/health/sipping-alcohol-kids-drinking-impact-parents/ 
Journal article summary: http://www.jsad.com/doi/abs/10.15288/jsad.2015.76.212 
 
Similar study: In the article linked below, researchers examined multiple studies and concluded that offering small 
amounts of alcohol to children leads to negative outcomes. http://i2.cdn.turner.com/cnn/2014/images/07/16/
alcohol-youth.pdf 

Video Alert: How Parents Can Curb Alcohol and Drug Use by Teens 
The following video was posted at the Alcohol News website. The video mentions college drinking issues such as 
binge drinking and alcohol-related assault, and introduces ideas of ways parents can direct the conversation with 
their children as they prepare for adulthood.  
http://on.wsj.com/2cENoss 
Alcohol News: http://alcoholweekly.blogspot.com/ 

Article: How alcohol brand advertise on 
social media 
 
http://mediakix.com/2016/03/alcohol-
advertising-social-media-influencers/
#gs.KDprb=g 

http://www.jsad.com/doi/full/10.15288/jsad.2016.77.723
http://www.jsad.com/doi/full/10.15288/jsad.2016.77.723
https://www.bu.edu/research/articles/more-alcohol-ads-more-drinking/
https://www.bu.edu/research/articles/more-alcohol-ads-more-drinking/
http://edition.cnn.com/2016/10/07/health/sipping-alcohol-kids-drinking-impact-parents/
http://www.jsad.com/doi/abs/10.15288/jsad.2015.76.212
http://i2.cdn.turner.com/cnn/2014/images/07/16/alcohol-youth.pdf
http://i2.cdn.turner.com/cnn/2014/images/07/16/alcohol-youth.pdf
http://on.wsj.com/2cENoss
http://alcoholweekly.blogspot.com/
http://mediakix.com/2016/03/alcohol-advertising-social-media-influencers/#gs.KDprb=g
http://mediakix.com/2016/03/alcohol-advertising-social-media-influencers/#gs.KDprb=g
http://mediakix.com/2016/03/alcohol-advertising-social-media-influencers/#gs.KDprb=g


Annual Community Prevention Initiative Training: All About Data 
This year’s annual training hosted by the Community Prevention Initiative included the introduction of a new 
toolkit, using spatial data, and creative ideas to show data. Below is information from using spatial data and   
enhancing data. Next edition we will include an article on the new toolkit. 
 

Collecting Spatial Data To Assess Community Factors, Kate Branson, MPH 
This presentation started by giving key points on why spatial data should be considered. The main considera-
tions was that spatial data: helps support local health departments to identify priority locations and resource 
allocation; identifies gaps between community health needs and program services, helps identify target popula-
tions, high risk areas; and helps see the impact of multiple risk or protective factors at the neighborhood level.  
Examples of using spatial data were: 
 

 Alcohol outlet violations to help select and plan responsible retailer training. 
 DUI arrest locations to help identify placement of DUI checkpoints 
 Public intoxication arrests to identify problem alcohol outlets to offer responsible beverage service training 
 Citations for underage drinking to      identify problem social host households or bars 
 
To the right is a map from the presentation 
that shows alcohol outlets within a two-mile 
buffer zone of three public schools in Los 
Angeles. The alcohol outlets are color coded 
to show: 
 
 Outlets with no violations  
 Alcohol outlets with one or more          

violations.  
PRC GIS to policy change presentation: 

http://resources.prev.org/documents/

FreisthlerEUDL2010Conference.pdf 

Making Data Sing 
By Michael Miller 
 
In the presentation, Making Data Sing, the presenter 
demonstrated how data can be shown in interesting,  
relevant ways that attract attention more easily, and how 
to create infographics to compact a report into a two-
page handout rather than a long, wordy report.  
 
The presentation notes data should be made more inter-
esting and salient. To do this, he recommends that data 
be focused and humanized. An example from the presen-
tation was a column chart (left) with energy drinks and 
soda images to replace the columns, for reporting the 
percentage of adolescents drinking sports drinks and soda 
every day for 2009 and 2012.  
 
For data to focus, it is suggested to “sprinkle data, don’t 
fertilize”, and that too many data points lose an audi-
ence’s attention. To humanize, data should tell a story, 
localize data, and move from percentages to people. 
To demonstrate how to change a column chart (at novice 

level), we made up the chart on the lower left.  

http://resources.prev.org/documents/FreisthlerEUDL2010Conference.pdfC:/Users/LisaMarieP/Documents/7-Zip
http://resources.prev.org/documents/FreisthlerEUDL2010Conference.pdfC:/Users/LisaMarieP/Documents/7-Zip


Prevention Research Center 

Lockout Laws and Violence 
In New South Wales, Australia, there has been a push to 
ease 1:30am lockout laws and Sydney’s 3am last drinks rule. 
However, researchers from Melbourne’s La Trobe University 
have suggested that restrictions of late night alcohol sales 
might reduce violence. A review of 21 international studies 
examined whether late night sales hours have an effect on 
alcohol-related violence (seven of the studies were from 
Australia). The researchers noted that later hours resulted in 
higher rates of violence and harm, while restricting hours 
reduced rates of violence and harm.  
 

The findings from this study were released at the same time the New South Wales government called to ease 

1:30am lockout laws. A judge even recommended this by stating that extending the hours for alcohol sales 

would have little impact on violence. However, one of the studies from Australia found that 1:30 lockout laws 

and banning sales of alcohol shots after 10pm found a decrease in assaults by 27% in Newcastle and 30% in 

Sydney. Studies also found a link between increasing alcohol sales restrictions and decreases in violence in 

Norway and the United States. In Norway, a 16% drop in recorded assaults was associated with changing the 

alcohol sales in 18 bars by one-hour. And in Amsterdam, extending alcohol sales by two hours was associated 

with a 34% rise in alcohol-related ambulance calls. 

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/sep/30/nsw-lockout-laws-substantially-reduce-violence-
review-finds 

Australian Drinking Habits Over Time 
 

A recent report from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare of drinking habits over ten years looked at 
drinking trends and how they have been impacted from increasing alcohol prices and restricting hours of alcohol 
availability at pubs and clubs. Below are some of the findings: 
 

 Older adults are more likely to seek treatment for alcohol abuse 

 Nationwide fewer are consuming alcohol 

 The proportion of teenagers who abstain from drinking alcohol increased from 64% in 2010 to al-

most 75% in 2013 

 Increasing alcohol prices, restricting trading hours, and reducing outlet density are associated with 

decreases in alcohol consumption and alcohol-related harm 

 Researchers believe that increases in alcohol prices have been the most effective element in policy 

change 

 Rate of people who have never consumed alcohol increased from 0.3% in 2004 to 14% in 2013 

 Rate of former drinkers increased from 7.1% in 2004 to 8% in 2013 

 Rate of abstainers increased from 17% in 2004 to 22% in 2013. 

Full report: http://www.aihw.gov.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=60129557169 

http://www.smh.com.au/national/australians-are-drinking-less-alcohol-as-prices-rise-and-club-trading-hours-

fall-research-shows-20161006-grwuap.html 

News from Down Under 

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/sep/30/nsw-lockout-laws-substantially-reduce-violence-review-finds
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http://www.aihw.gov.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=60129557169
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